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President’s Corner 
 

Hello everyone, 

I hope everyone enjoyed 

Christmas and are off to a 

good start for the New 

Year.  

 

 

As you have seen from the 

previous emails the club 

will no longer be meeting 

at the Botanical Gardens. While discussing finances can 

always be an uncomfortable topic it is a reality and does 

dictate what we can and cannot do. As a club the ability 

to have dementors from outside the club cost money. 

What some may not know is when our club members 

do a demonstration for us, they do not ask for a 

speaking fee, the material they work on and auction off 

is donated by them. Not to mention the time they 

spend to prepare for a demonstration. There is also a 

considerable number of other things that the members 

do at their own expense so the club does not incur a 

cost.  

 

The ability for the club as a whole to give back to the 

members is based on the club’s economic viability. 

Having demonstrators from outside the club gives us an 

opportunity to see someone we would have to travel to  

 

see. Along with allowing us to see them in a more 

personal setting. I hope everyone can understand why 

the economics of this dictated the change.  

 

This year we will once again be having our annual show 

at the Buffalo Botanical Gardens. We are hoping to add 

a few more tables for trees or possibly a Suiseki display. 

I know it seems like it is long time until then but it will 

be here faster than you think. Please give some thought 

to what trees you would like to display and how you 

would like to present your trees.  

 

2020 is going to be an exciting year for bonsai. Between 

our demonstrators and the demonstrators for the 

Bonsai Society of Upstate New York (the Rochester club) 

The Rochester club meets on the last Tuesday of each 

month at 7:00pm at Buckland Park 1341 Westfall Road, 

Rochester NY 14618. It is a short drive and it is always 

an informative and fun night with the members of the 

Rochester club. 

 

February 25  Mark Arpag, Display Accents 

March 24  Bill Valavanis 

April 28  Suthin Sukosolvisit 

 

 

This September 12th and 13th is the 7th annual U.S. 

Bonsai Exhibition. This event only happens every two 

years.  I always say this when asked about what it is like, 

general consensus if you want to see a better show than 

you need to go to Japan. The show is simply that 

The next meeting will be held on March 14th @ 1pm  

Erie Community College North Campus  

STEM Building(room102) parking Lot 1 

Youngs Road, Williamsville 
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spectacular and impressive. The quality of items the 

vendors bring in, the demonstrators and of course the 

trees on display.  

 

This winter has not been bad with the cycle we have 

been having of some cold, some warm. I do not think it 

has presented any problems in general for wintering 

trees. Maybe for those who keep them in garages you 

may have had to water a bit more. My concern is come 

spring time will it warm up and tree’s will start to bud 

then get cold. Could have a repeat of what happened a 

couple of years ago with people losing tree’s or having 

extensive damage.  

 

The tree’s that we leave outside (outside can also mean 

cold frames, garages, etc.) are rated for our USDA Plant 

Hardiness Zone and can survive being in the ground as 

part of out landscaping. So why do we experience more 

problems with our trees than similar ones in the 

ground. I think two reasons. One, our bonsai trees may 

look like the trees in landscaping, have old mature bark 

and other characteristics, they are different. Yes, they 

are smaller but say the bark of a 20-year-old Scots Pine 

in the wild is maybe 3/8 of an inch thick (the accuracy of 

this number is not important) Our 20-year-old Scots 

Pine will have bark that looks the same but is only an 

1/8 of inch thick. The point is the anatomy of a bonsai 

trees exists on a smaller ratio than what is in the wild. 

This reduction in thickness of the different layers makes 

bonsai trees are more susceptible to cold damage.  

 

Providing protection from the cold how we combat this 

yet sometimes we still have problems, which leads us to 

reason number 2. Fertilizing, fertilizing is not just about 

growth, it also helps the tree become stronger on a 

cellular level. While trees go dormant, they are not 

dead for the winter. Activity is still occurring. Having the 

necessary resiliency on a cellular level for a tree to 

survive the cold is also influenced by what was provided 

in the growing season.  

 

 

The March meeting will be 

Hank Miller. Hank will be 

demoing on refinement of 

a broad leaf tree. He will 

be doing so on a tropical 

but the principles and 

techniques are not limited 

to tropical trees.  

  

Scott 

 

Events & Information: 
 

Upcoming Bonsai Events 

 

2020 Monthly Agenda: 

 
March 14   Hank Miller  

April 11 T.B.A. 

May 3 Cherry Blossom Festival 

May 9 Auction 

 June 6-7  Buffalo Bonsai Show at Botanical Gardens 

June 13 Bill Valavanis  

July 11 Alan Adair  

July 18 or 25 Club Picnic 

August 8 Young Choe 

September 12 U.S. National Bonsai Exhibition 

October 10 John Wiessinger  

November 14  T.B.A. 

December Christmas Party  
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Tree of the Month 
By Dan Zak, Cheektowaga NY Katsura 

Maple 

 

Refreshments for month 

March  Christine Wilkolaski 

April 

May 

2018 Board Members 
 
Scott Russo- President 
Paul Pearson- Treasurer 
Christine Wilkolaski - Board 
 662-9429 membership 
Bob Maxwell- Board 

Kathy Bak- Board 
 
 
 

 
                           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


